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Dear Dr. Nils Redde,

Increasing population, increasing energy needs and increasing food
requirements causes an increased demand for agricultural land in
Zambia. A significant part of the available land is the Miombo forest
which is utilised by local peasants to gain fertiliser by traditional fire
clearance in a system called the Chitemene: Farmland which is gained by
fire clearing is cultivated for 3-4 years and left as fallow ground
afterwards. After more than 30 years the land is usually regenerated
sufficiently and can be cultivated again.

Rising population raises energy and food requirements involving rising
use of land. So today second growth forest is cleared again after 15-20
years already. This leads to acidification and devastation of the local
nutrient-poor soil entailing the impossibility to grow either forest or
foodstuffs. This is a fact on a growing quantity of agricultural sites,
especially in the northern parts of Zambia.






